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Dear Sakawa,

This has come so quickly but this is our final article before we leave Kochi.

We have lived in Sakawa for almost 3 years and it has been an amazing experience.

We left New Zealand in the middle of winter and arrived in Kochi in the middle of summer. There
was even a typhoon that almost cancelled the yosakoi festival! .

We landed at Kochi Ryouma airport and were driven to Sakawa by some M-]

. [ P 3
wonderful people from the schools and Board of Education. It was such a * B
long drive from the airport, we soon realized we would be living quite v
rurally. We had both travelled in japan many times but neither of as had
travelled to kochi before.

We were surprised to find the nature and scenery was quite similar to
New Zealand.

We soon formed other bonds by joining sports groups, musical groups,
and later the amazing Yosakoi team and helping at the tourism association.
Every interaction was very meaningful and we could form great friendships.

We had valuable interactions at work. Neither of us had much
experience teaching, so were quite nervous about stepping into a
classroom, but thanks to some amazing teachers who guided us and
mentored us, we were able to learn and improve and become more confident teachers.

Perhaps one of the most profound relationships we’ve been able to form over these years is that
with our students. I’s amazing that we have taught the current 3rd graders since they were in
elementary school! Watching them grow and getting to know new students every year has been one of
the most rewarding parts of this job and we’ll be forever grateful for this opportunity.

Next month’s article will be an introduction to the new ALTs (both of whom are from New Zealand!).
Please welcome them with a smile.

Thank you for everything,
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